ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

enforcement of the laws already on the statute
book. But even in the latter case the Presi-
dent exercises much discretion.

Can a general principle be laid down with
reference to the enforcement of a law that is
not popularly approved ? It has already been
said in previous chapters that the law not
supported by public opinion as a rule became
a dead letter because the executive would not
enforce it. But ought he to enforce an un-
popular law? It will be recalled that some
of the most patriotic and far-seeing executives
in United States history have taken the posi-
tion that they have sworn in their oath of office
to enforce the laws as they have found them
upon the statute book; that in consequence,
if the legislature passes a law, they will enforce
it even though they believe it not merely to be
unpopular but also to be unwise and detri-
mental to the welfare of the state, believing
that a rigid enforcement of the law will best
show how bad the law is and that they may
thus secure its repeal. Such men believe that
it is better to have an unwise law enforced for
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